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Lasting Impresaons: Illiistrating African-American Children’s Books 
February 16 - April 17, 1994 

The Cleveland Museum of Art presents an exhibition not just for art lovers, but for children, 
the adults who love to read to them, and the young at heart of all ages: Lasting impressions: 
Dlustrating African-American Children’s Books features fifteen of the best and most honored 
illustrators of widely read children’s literature, and will be on view from February 16 through April 
17, 1994. The original art works selected for the show are all from published children’s books, and 
present positive, non-stereotypical images of African-Americans. The artists are Caldecott winners 
Jerry Pinkney (serving as curator), Leo and Diane Dillon, Tom Feelings, Ezra Jack Keats, and John 
Steptoe; Pat Cummings, Jan Spivey Gilchrist, Rachel Isadora, Ann Grifalconi, James Ransome, 

Brian Pinkney, Tom Feelings, Floyd Cooper, Ashley Bryan and Carole Byard. 

"Lasting Impressions is about the ability of an illustrator to visually convey the author’s 
words and intent, and thereby intensify the story’s impact,” says illustrator/curator Jerry Pinkney, 
whose of credits includes Coretta Scott King Award wanner The Patchwork Quilt. "What’s important 
about Lasting Impressions is that these artists persevered over the years when honest images of 
black children were not always wanted by the publishing industry. The exhibition also looks to a 
new generation of artists committed to focusing on African-American literatiu-e. All of us are 
producing this work for our children and everyone’s children. The more we learn about each other, 
the more we can understand each other." Museum director Robert P. Bergman says, "I am 
delighted that the Museum is able to make this unusual exhibition available to the public. It 
provides wonderful opportunities for all the children of Cleveland, with their families and teachers 
and friends. Our museum embraces every culture in its collections and offers experiences that will 
appeal to every family and every group in our community." 

Children who have held some of the titles in their laps will be pleased and surprised to see 
the artists’ big originals-measuring as much as three-and-a-half feet across. The following are a few 
highlights of an exhibition filled with vibrant, engaging images: 

The extremely popular Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters won author/illustrator John Steptoe the 
prestigious Coretta Scott King Award and a Caldecott Honor in 1988 for his colored ink, pencil and 
watercolor pictures. In it, Steptoe brought to modern young readers an African folktale about a 
man and his two daughters-the selfish and jealous Manyara and the kind and loving Nyasha-and 
their encounter with royalty. In 1970 the Society of Illustrators gave its Gold Medal to Steptoe for 
his first book, Stevie, which he wrote and illustrated as a teenager. 
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Leo and Diane Dillon’s pictures for Aida, as told by opera star Leontyne Price, help children visualize 
this tragic story of an Ethiopian princess forced into slavery in the Egyptian court. For these elegant images, this 
interracial husband-and-wife team used acrylic and marbleized paper on acetate. 

Jan (Janice) Spivey Gilchrist and writer Eloise Greenfield-veteran of twenty-one rejections before her 
first success-are now among the few collaborators who have sufficient influence with publishers to stipulate in 
advance that they plan to work with each other. The Corretta Scott King Award winner Nathaniel Talking and 
the more recent Night on Neighborhood Street both have pictures made using gouache highlighted with pastels; 
their rap-style poetry has made both books especially popular with boys. 

Ezra Jack Keats, who is not African-American, was troubled that no one submitted manuscripts to him 
for illustration that told stories of Black people, and knew he’d step into that void if he ever wrote a book. He 
pioneered with The Snowy Day, published in 1962. Almost all the other works in Lasting Impressions are from 
the 1980s and early 1990s, but Keats’ collages for this first "Peter" book will bring back memories for adults 
viewing the show. 

Lasting Impressions was organized by A Cultural Exchange, a non-profit arts organization for children in 
Cleveland, in collaboration with the California Afro-American Museum, Los Angeles, where it opened in 
October 1993. The exhibition began as part of TRW Foundation’s contribution to "Rebuild LA," the civic effort 
to heal Los Angeles after the riots of 1992. A Cultural Exchange is a new and unusual organization, run entirely 
by volunteers, which sells books in order to give away books. Most of the proceeds from the Exchange’s book 
sales go to buy books for day care centers, hospitals, and such local agencies as Ronald MacDonald House and, 
with TRW, Urban Community School. 

TRW enabled the exhibition to travel to The Cleveland Museum of Art, where it mil also support some 
family programs. The exhibition will travel to several other U.S. cities. Katherine Solender, curator of special 
programs in the Department of Education and Public Programs, The Cleveland Museum of Art, is serving as 
curator for the Cleveland venue. 

* * ♦ 

Several of the books represented in the exhibition will be available at a browsing/reading desk in the 
center of the gallery. The following statement from Jerry Pinkney will be distributed free to visitors, along with a 
book list: 

For hundreds of thousands of Americans, Black and White, the "Peter" books of Ezra 
Jack Keats provided their first experience in reading a children’s book which sensitively featured 
a Black child as the main character. The publication of ^ Snowy Day in the early 1960s and the 
awards it won marked the beginning of a slight thaw in the publishing world. As the decade 
continued, reports on the all-white world of children’s books, initiatives by the Council on 
Interracial Books for Children, and the social activism of the mid-to-late 1960s, caused several 
mainstream publishers to actively seek writers and illustrators, not all of whom were Black, to 
relate the African and African-American experience. 

Children’s literature is filled with stereotypes. The choices an illustrator makes in 
visually conveying both the author’s words and intent can reinforce or severely limit the intrinsic 
value of the book. Illustrations provide the first impression a reader gets of a book and can 



help to form a lasting impression on how children see themselves and others. Those illustrators 
who have survived the decades since the 1960s, and the periodic disinterest of the industry, have 
been those who have avoided the stereotypes, demonstrated a commitment to children and to 
their literature, and deeply respected the culturc/s they interpret. 

The 1980s saw an increasing number of African-Americans, Asians, and 
Hispanic/Latino people making up more and more of the squares in the American quilt. 
Educators, librarians, and parents began to make their voices heard on the need to see our 
society’s pluralism reflected in children’s literature. The 1990s look very promising. 

Multicultural titles are being produced and purchased in greater numbers. The emergence of 
small Black presses and of excellent writers and illustrators of color causes one to feel 
encouraged. 

This exhibition speaks to the artists who have been able to persevere over the years, and 
to a new generation of artists, with a commitment and focus on African-American literature. 

The diversity of subject matter and style is extraordinary, and is worthy of any museum wall. 

My grandchildren can now find themselves reflected in the books they read, something I 
could not do when I began elementary school in 1949. The more our children learn about 
themselves, the more they can understand others. 

* * * 


The following will be among free public programs complementing the show; information about additional 
events being planned will be sent as soon as it becomes available: 

Family Express Special Edition: Book Art 
Sun/Feb 20, 2:30-4:30 pm 

Families are invited to enjoy the special exhibition. Lasting Impressions, and then create their own books to fill 
with stories and pictures. Storyteller Barbara Eady will be featured as well. Families may come and go at their 
leisure; no fee or registration required. A Cultural Exchange will be on hand to sell books related to the 
exhibition, and proceeds of the sales will purchase books to be given away to children in the Cleveland area. 

Gallery Talks 

Sat/Feb 26, 10:15 am; Wed/Mar 2, 1:30 pm; Sun/Mar 6, 1:30 pm; and Thur/Mar 3, 2:30 pm 
Katherine Solender, curator of special programs, Department of Education and Public Programs. 

The Museum has scheduled Lasting Impressions in conjunction with Black History Month. 


### 


For more information, photographs, or color slides, please contact Denise Horstman, Public Information Office, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio, 44106; 216/421-7340, ext. 262. 
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Fact Sheet 


Who: 


What: 


Where: 


When: 

Contacts: 


Related: 


Sponsor: 


Jerry Pinkney, renowned children’s book illustrator, winner of 
Caldecott and Coretta Scott King Awards for children’s book 
illustration, curator of the traveling exhibition Lasting Impressions: 
Illustrating African-American Children’s Books. 

Meeting with Cleveland Public School system second-graders, 
looking at stories they’ve written and making illustrations for 
them. 

Newton D. Baker art magnet school, 3690 W. 159th, in its "gallery" 
room, where art by professional artists hangs beside art by Baker 
students. 

1:30-2:15 pm (possibly untU 3 pm) 

At The Cleveland Museum of Art, Denise Horstman and Adele 
Silver, 421-7340, ext. 262 and 260. At Newton D. Baker, Mr. 
Pinkney is expected to be met by the principal, "Mrs. A" (her 
name’s a tongue-twister so the children call her this) and her 
assistant, Mrs. Janet Hall (252-2131). Mr. Pinkney will be 
accompanied by Katie Solender, curator of special programs in the 
Museum’s department of education and public programs. 

Attached is press material about Lasting Impressions, which opens 
at The Cleveland Museum of Art tomorrow, and complementary 
free programs beginning this weekend. Museum hours are 
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10-5:45; Wed 10-9:45; Sat 9-4:45; and Sun 1-5:45. 
Free admission to the Museum and this exhibition. 

TRW Foundation. 
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